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Commerce minmulls
removing onion MEP.
toincreaseexports

New Delhi, Apr 26: The
commerce ministry has
proposed removing the
minimum export price
(MEP) on onions for two
monthstoboostexportsand
ensure better returns
tofarmers.

The Empowered Group
of Ministers (EGoM) on
sugar exports and other
food-related issues wasslat-
ed to discuss this issue on
Wednesday but the meet

food ministrysaid.

“EGoM in its next meet-
ing will discuss the com-
merce ministry’s proposal
on removing the MEP on
onions for two months to
boost exports. This propos-
al was to be discussed in
Wednesdays'’ meeting,
whichhad tobepostponed,”
afood ministryofficial said.

At present the onion
MEP stands at $125 per
tonne. The commerce min-

istry inits proposalhas said
thatthemovewi]lhelpinin-
creasing onion shipments
aswellasfetchabetterprioe
for the farmers in the do-
mestic market, the official
added.

The retail prices of the
vegetable in the domestic
market is currently in the
rangeof ¥10-15perkginma-
jor metros.

Accordingtoanotheroffi-
cial in the food ministry, if

_this proposal is accepted

then the onion MEP will be
slashed for May-June or
June-July. The government
had in February 2012
slashed the MEP of onionby
$25to$125pertonnetoin-
creaseexportsof the bulb.It
had earlier, in January, cut
the MEP to $150 per tonne
from $250 per tonne in view
of slack in exports. In the
past also, several farmer as-
sociations,especiallyassoci-
ations of Pimpalgaon and
Lasalgaonin Nashikdistrict
have demanded removal of
MEP ononion. PTI
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