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The US has dragge .India to the World
Trade Organizati
try products in alleged violation of
“trade rules, but Indian officials say the
_country isready todefend its measures
in the formal conspltations’ expected to
albegm soon. ¢ 4 ;
clalm§ h

 “India's banon US ultry is clearly a

case of disguising trade restrictions by
invoking unjustified animal health
concerns. The United States is the

world's leader ina gri-

o cultural safety and we
indiabanned are confident that the
importoflive: WTO will confirm that
poultry and India's ban is unjusti-
poultry fied,” Kirk said.
products in The US poultry indus-
. March2007  try has been eyeing the
from over $3-billion Indian
countries poultry market. The
where avian Uniﬁ!kl States is the
influenzawas world's second largest
m exporter of poultry

products with a $5 bil-

lmn worth of shipments last year.
Indian officials contacted by ET, how-
ever, said that India’s health concerns

were real as the country was still fight-
ing avian-influenza, or bird flu. Fresh
cases of the flu have been detected in
Tripura and an alert has also been is-
sued in the neighbouring states.

“Our experts have observed that
symptoms of low pathogenic avian in-
fluenza might go unnoticed and con-
trolling the infection could become dif-

ficult,” the official said.

There is no data available that could
confirm that low pathogenic avian in-
fluenza could not mutate into highly
pathogenic avian influenza, he added.

India banned import of live poultry
andpoultryproducts in March 2007 from
countries where avian influenza was re-
ported.The ban, notified by the Director
General of Foreign Trade, covered im-
port of live chicks, ducks, turkey and
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other newly hatched Avian species.

“Over thelast few years, the US hasre-
peatedly asked India to justify its claim
that a ban on products from the United
States is necessary. To date, India has
not provided valid, scientifically-based
justification for the import restric-
tions,” the USTR said.

Seeking formal consultations at the
WTO on a issue is the first step in filing
a full-fledged dispute. If the party con-
cerned is not satisfied with the consul-
tations, it could ask for a dispute settle-
ment panel which would give a verdict
after hearing arguements from
both sides.

If the verdict goes against India, it will
have to withdraw the ban, failing which
the US will be allowed to impose retalia-
tory restrictions on India’s imports.




